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TB MKRICAN people have never
fffl to ndmlre the versatility of

Washington As a warrior and
a statesman alike he won fame In
fiuperlntlvo degree and yet It Is

that bo aliened the sumo
measure of ability In the more
pursuits of n planter nnd a
squire however there Is one
of the great mans activities that
been largely overlooked by students
the man sided Washington This
eerns his very considerable
us an architect and Imllderop
such scope that they might almost
sufllccd for a career for any
citizen-

It la not fought of course to
tho Impression thnt the nations
president was professional nu
tect And builder ns wo interpret
term today He at no period of his
devoted his entire tlmo to this
nor did he depend upon It as n
livelihood Indeed George
was clearly an amateur rather
professional since none of his
and building BO far as la known
done for n monetary consideration do
the ono hand he employed his
tural talent In his own private
or in those of his relatives nnd
On the other hand his judgment In
lug matters was given for the benefit
Ms country and in neither cnso did
expect or rcccUe pay

The student of history may get
Inklings of the rolo George
played ns consulting architect to
newly established government in the
days of the republic Washingtons
experience as n surveyor an
ho followed during much of his
manhood gao him splendid
as to the relative qualifications of
for either public or private
When the first Congress confronted
the conflicting claims of a dozen
communities was sorely puzzled to
upon a location for the national sent
government George Washington was
pealed to end it was largely bccauso
his expressed preferences that the
cnt site wee chosen for tho capital
which now bears his name

Tradition bus it that George
ton seated on the veranda of nn

EGT2OccGrc t722722 D
the approval of President

WITH and the hearty co opera ¬

of tho patriotic societies of
country the proposed National Highway
from Washington to Mt Vernon will soon
ho nn accomplished fact unless some-
thing unforeseen happens This broad way
from Washington to ML Vernon is plan-
ned as n memorial to George Washing-
ton nnd bids fair to rival the most fam-
ous road of history tbo Applan Vny of
Rome-

Of nil cities In the country Washington
has a larger number of tourists each year
than any other Every stranger who
visits tbo National capital Is anxious to
visit the tomb of the Father of Ills
Country nnd see with his own eyes the
historic relics in the homo of the first
President of the United States which
occupies n commanding position on tho
Potomac River fifteen miles below Wash-
ington

Thcro are two ways of reaching Mt
Vernon Ono Is means of an electric
railroad that otters but scant view of tho

i many beauties of tho surrounding coun-
try

¬

and the other Is by boat which af-
fords

¬

a view only of the broad Potomac
and the wooded shores on either side
A broad Highway between the two places-
of Natlbnnl interest has long been a
cherished dream of the patriotic

For many years patriotic societies bare
been bringing the matter before Con
press for nctlon but until no action
was taken At that time Congress ap-
propriated

¬

ten thousand dollars for urn

I purpose of having surveys made of n
number of proposed routes Aa a result
Gen Peter G hams who watt at thnt
tlmo engineer OUlcer in charge of Public
Buildings and Grounds placed a com-
petent force in the field and three Bur
yore with lines were made
These surveys were reported to Congress-
by the President and no further action
was taken until the present session of
Congress when the Virginia Legislature

f unearthed an old claim against the
btntes for money lont by the State to tho
First Congress at the instance of George
aabtngtou for the purpose of building-

the Capitol This sum amounted to
flCOOQO Investigation of United States
records In the Treasury Department
showed thnt the claim was a Just ono

The Virginia Legislature passed a bill
some months ego deeding to nn nasocla
tlon which had been Incorporated ns the
Mt Vernon Avenue Association its right
and title to this money nod asking Con
ErciB to turn the money over to the As
Boclntlou for the purpose of building n
grand National Highway from Washing
ten to ML

Representative C C Cnrlln of Vlr-
Elnla who has been connected with tho
Mt Vernon Association since the In
clplency years ego Introducedtoo following bill in Congress during the

ECflxlon
lie it enacted the Bennto and House

j

rated country house with the panorama
of the present District of Columbia
spread out before him chose what is
now known as Capitol Hill as the bite
of tho legislative heatfijunrters of tile
government Ho played an even more
active part In locating the Presidential
mansion for not only did ho choose the
site of the White Hou e but he personal-
ly conducted the negotiations for the pur-

chase of the needed laud and Washing-
tons piitlence was never more sorely
tried than by the tactics of David Burns
n canny Scot who owned the land se-

lected for the Presidents House and
who placed a very high value on his
holdings The work of nctunlly dclgn
lug the various public buildings and lay-

ing out the streets and parks of the
new Federal City was left by Washing-
ton In other hands but up to the time-
of his Inst Illness he exercised a general
supervision of nil creative worl and his
architectural Ideas were embodied In-

most of the plans drawn
Notable as was General Washingtons-

work In connection with the rearing of
our most conspicuous public buildings It
Is perbnps scarcely as Interesting ns
portraying tho tOUtS of the flret cItizen
of America as an individual ns was the
part ho played In the planning end con-

struction of various private residences lo¬

cated principally In Virginia and In what
In now West Virginia For nil such oper-
ations

¬

Washington seemingly had a prcdl
lectlon the natural outgrowth probably
of his training as a surveyor to which
reference has been mndu aboio There
was the further elrcumstance however
that every country gentleman of the Colo
nlal period living us did Washington In
tho comparntle Isolation of a big planta-
tion

¬

had needs have dome Tnack for
architectural Ingenuity and the supervi-
sion

¬

of building construction
Even with the manor house provided

supplementary buildings of brick stone
or frame construction had to be added
from time to time and as a plantation
headquarters became a small community
In itself there was tho necessity for al-

most perpetual repairs and alterations
Thus whereas tho mansion at Mount

Vernon was not the original conception of
George Washington halng been built by
his malt brother Lawrence some dozen
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of Representatives of the United Statco
of America in Congress assembled

That out of any money In tho Treasury I

not otherwise appropriated the Secretary
of the Treasury hereby authorized Qed
directed to pay to the Treasurer of tho
ML Vernon Avenue Association chartered
by the lawn of Virginia said Vernon

Association being tho assignee
of the stnte of Virginia the sum of
5120000 with Interest at sir per cent
per annum from the dates of the ro
bpectlvo advances mndo the state of
Virginia until paid being tho sum loaned
by tho State of to the United
States through President George Wash-
Ington and used for the purpose of con-
structing public buildings of Washington
District of Columbia for the of tho

Government which wild nppro
prlatlon shall be in full satisfaction and
payment of the amount heretofore claimed-
by the State of Virginia on said account

That tho money hereby appropriated
nnd directed to be paid to the said as-
signee of the Stato of Virginia shell he
expended In laying out opening con
strutting for tho Improvemnnt of
puhllc avenue end highway from Wash-
ington District of Columbia to the tomb
of Washington at Mount Vcrnon do
ocrlbcd lu the charter of tho Mount Vcr
non Avenue Association

That said association may construct Its
avenue through the Arlington estate
such routes and under such supervision as
ohnll approved of by tho Secretary of
War

That tho cost of constructing said
avenue tho Arlington estate to
nn amount not exceeding 50iK shall
bo paid out of the Treasury out of any
money not and in addition to
the sum heretofore upon tho
certificate of tho Secretary of War

That this act shall ba In force from Its

When Representative Oarllns hill was
introduced to the House It was referred
in the Committee of Claims The last
week In January Representative Carlin
requested that consideration of the report
of the Committee of Claims on the bill bo

With the advent of the practical nero
piano and the present rush to construct
not one or dozen but hundreds of nero
planes alter tho models of the Wright
brothers scientific study of the air
Itself Its currents peculiarities no
regards aeroplane sailing and other prac
tical questions arc being noted carefully

results of these studies by the master
navigators of the air will eventually be-
yond question of doubt bo used as
books of instruction for the men who will
be employed to sail aeroplanes Just ns
professional chauffeurs novr handlo the
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years before It came Into tho possession
of George Washington through inherit-
ance

¬

the latter gave the Impress of his
Individuality to the stately structure and
nil Its surroundings by means of numer-
ous alterations and improvements both
within and without the great house
Its subordinate structures Similarly the
mansion nt the nearby estate of Arling-
ton

¬

although not erected until after
Washlngtonri death plainly evidences
many of his distinctive Ideas as to archi-
tectural

¬

arrangement The presence of
Washington Influence In the case of
this building In readily explainable since
It was erected by Washington Parko Cus
tls adopted son of George Washington
who had lived for yearn nt count Ver-
non

¬

nnd had naturally adopted many
of the Ideas of the Father of ills Coun-
try

Tho Colonial homes for the design and
construction of which George Washington-
was most largely responsible located
In tho picturesque bbcnnndoah Vnllej
The whole territory of which Charles
Town W Va Is tho center is of cope
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tho order of business for February
22 Birthday

Speaker Cannon said that ho did not see
reason why the bill should receive

consideration on that day and the
order Concurrent with the
of the hill in the louse Senator Martin
of Virginia Introduced similar bill In
the Senate which was passed unanimous-
ly bv that

Cnrlln comes from the
old Alexandria district and while still
young man has mpdo himself felt hi
Congress Ho said recently in
to tho bill

consider tho obtaining of a highway
trout to Mount Vcrnon my
life nork Furthermore would be

to retlro Into prhato life were
the man who could bring this boon to
tho American people for from my youth

have been of the Mount
Vernon Avenue Association and have
always realized the connecting link thnt
this roadway would prove between the
homo of our first und greatest president
and the city that bears his One
thing of which we Virginians can never
be accused of Is a lack of patriotism
am patriot first and Virginian after-
ward Ibis consider rather good
combination In my boyhood traveled
many times Mount Vernon tho
relics of George there

might say sot at the footstool of the
father of my country and Imbibed my
democracy and my patriotism In those 1m
pressUe The Mount Vernon
Association was orgnnlred In the olllco-
of my employers when was law stu-
dent was Interested spectator of
the first meeting Tho association has
been working quietly and
to attain results nnd has been successful
In doing much work The sur-
vey rnado under tho direction of General
Halns was as complete and la today
as could be made Tho work was very
exhaustive und shows three different
router

Tbo most plausible plan In my opinion
after years of study Is the west route

automobile
Tho principal problem presented to tho

aerial sailor pilot comes from tho
established fact thjit the atmosphere Is
broken up into ascending and descending
columns of aIr These are brought about
whenever there U difference In tho
temperature of tho air on the surface of
the earth nnd in tho clouds abovo tho
globe Thcso ascending and descending
currents of nlr what make handling
the aeroplane difficult

Many lessons In alt navigation have
been learned by tho experts from the

hy Buldl1abn elL
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clnl Interest for George Washington made
the original surveys of nil of this land
for Lord Fairfax and here on a com
mantling site facing the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains he built Ilnrcnood mansion for his
eldest brother Samuel George Washing-
ton spent threo years In the beautiful
valley that was Inter to become famous

the scene of Sheridans ride All the
while ho was extending his surreys and
gradually he became the largest landed
proprietor In this part of the Old Domin-
ion

¬

Then he Induced his brothers Sam
uel John and Charles to likewise Imcst
In the laudi which wag then obtainable ut
very low prices

George Washingtons methodical thorough-
ness was well evidenced bj the leisurely
cure with which he proceeded with tho
erection of Harewood the construction
extending over a period of three years
from 1S50 to 1S5S Inclusive For all that
this mansion was so carefully phiincl
and well built It Is not today lu as Rood
n state of pre crintlon nv most of the
other houses for thoTercctlon of which
George was responsible How
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Virginia
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nnd

running from the Aqueduct Bridge
through Arlington nnd by the Episcopal

Seminar to Mount croon
When the bill brought up before thO

House for from the Com-
mittee on Claims know the House will
take prompt action for tho President nnd
several lending of the House
not only Indorse but promise me their
hearty support the dny following the
1ri rtltlenl famous ride to Warrenton
Vn had occasion to call him at the
Whlto House and Jocularly remarked that
the roads were gtfff The

replied that he thought the rOlls
will be much hotter when icy bill
passed

Senator Martin whoso bill passed
through the Senate the little boy said

like streak of lightning uu en-
thusiast for the proposed Applan Way
He Hiild

When Introduced the bill the
Senate had Rood business proposition
and that body saw The State of Vlr
glnla which Senator represent In
the upper bod and who affairs am
bound look after had Just bill
against the United States for the sum of

120000 and proceeded to collect
think splendid proposition for the
United States to have hnd tho use of that
monc for long nnd now have put

such practical and patriotic use The
State of Virginia only reccUex the money
hack through the Mount Vernon Avenue
Association tor the purpose of making-
n grand boulevard front the Nations capi-
tal to the borne of

Owners of property along the proposed
routes hnve sltuli1ed their Intention of do

the right of whorocr will
he necessary to diverge from the county
roads The county of both
Alexandria and Fairfax counties through
which tho proposed highway to pass
are all favorable to the proportion

According to the surrey referred by
Mr Curllti which was made bv General
halos three routes were proposed The
east route running almost directly along
tho hank of the Potomac possesses many

problems that would entail an

behavior of big birds when they pass
through these varying columns of ascend-
ing nod descending air currents For
Instance an eagle has been observed
enter current of tilt that was ascend
Ing rnpldly and go straight forward yet
the eagle while keeping tho same dis-
tance from the earth was actually falling
In tho air current about five miles on
hour

The bird was really falling slowly
through of ascending air nnd

Its wlnge so to tall the
proper amount and yet continue forward

ever the decadence of this onetime sum-

mer home of President Washington has
been duo neglect rather than uor
Inherent defect In construction nnd
movement now foot restore the
building which bj the way wn the
scene of the wedding of James and Dolly
Madison

Two miles from Harcwood Clay
mount which thanks Its excellent state
of now accounted George

architectural masterpiece
George drew the plans for
this mansion but did not supervise Its
construction which was carried by
relative The manor house consists of
central building of brick with two corn
modlouB wings and on each side BCP
crate twn story building connected with
the long rectangular building by trick
walled courtyard 20 feet square The con
nected buildings which nre nil con
structed almost wholly of yellow brick
have aggregate length of 250 feet On
tho north front of this expansive struc-
ture

¬

only stone entrance portico
lleves the rather severe outlines but
90 foot veranda two stories In height
stands out conspicuously the south
rout

George partiality for
spacious hall desirable architectural
detail Indicated by the dimensions of
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enormous expense On this route the his
torIc old city of Alexandria would be
passed but experts In these problems
contend that It would not bo desirable to
have the Applan Way pass through any
city questions of Jurisdiction would al-

ways bo coming up between the city nnl
the United States authorities The Item
of maintenance nud the proper division of
expense for policing is also n problem
that United States authorities would not
wish to tube hold In conjunction with
municipal authorities-

The middle route has very few advantages
and la undesirable from a patriotic stand ¬

point because It would cut ore the better
part of the Arlington the famous grave-

yard of military dead md the home once
owned by Gen Robert Lee

Tho routo which Repreaeulatlve Carlln
considers the best presents few engineer-
Ing problems only one bridge being neces-
sary

¬

anywhere and of small construction-
nl that This route ruins through Arling-
ton and passes some of the most famous
homes In that wcllon of the Old Dominion
state

Colonel Uromwell superintendent of pan
lie md grounds In the District
of Columbia and chief iild to the
president Is un engineer officer of tho
tnuy who has made goal Although nt
the present time his life Is cast In pleas-
ant places ho has experienced all the
hardest work that comes to an officer In
his branch of the service He would llko
to build this proposed Applnn Way Ke-

ecntl he snld when discussing the mat-
ter

¬

I consider the proposed National high-
way to Mount Vernon an admirable and a
patriotic undertaking and I am heartily In
favor of the project It will prove n good
thing for tho city of Washington for the
btatc of Virginia and for tho whole United
States as well as proving a nlunblo ad
dltlon to the beautiful pork system of tho
District of Columbia Of course it Is
question for Congress to decide whether
tho htato of the Treasury warrants such
an expenditure of money at this line for
this purpose would he however un
excellent thing to maim Immediate ar

towards Its destination with little loss

of speed or distance In other words
birds that sly great distances invariably

seek the ascending air currents and then
are forced merely to maintain their bal-

e while slowly dropping through tho
ascending air In thin way theyy really

balance themselves slowly on tho column

of nlr und the uprunhlng of the nlr cur-

rent

¬

does the vast majority of the work
needed to maintain the hard aloft When
one out of the ending air current the
birds uro forced to work their
exhausting speed to keep uloft

this apartment at Clnymonnt It Is
parallel with the front of tho house and
10 feet In length by 20 feet In width
Tho oak wainscoting of the walls Is a
feature the tarred panels extending to
the coiling which Is finished In the pamo
wood Opening from the hall opposite
the main entrance are tho draw Ing room
nnd library while an arch under n grace-
ful

¬

staircase serves ns the entrance to a
passage that lends to tho dining room and
the tearoom or breakfast room adjoining
Visitors to the house are us n rule most
deeply Impressed by the study which
adjoins the library This apartment occu
pies the full width of the building and

has windows on throe sides
At cither end Is n large open fireplace
In many of the rooms there may bo ob-

Served Ideal examples of that white wood
worlcwhich Is one of the most attractlo
features of tho Ideal colonial house

Distant about twelve mlle from Clay
mount Is Audley another ono of tho his-
toric

¬

homes of the Washington and ono
which has always been of more than
ordinary Interests to architects anti others
because of Its novel floor plan The house
at Audley Is not Imposing in exterior ap-

peannce nor Is it of the most familiar
Cploulal tpe being but one story In
height The floor plan above referred to
conforms to tho outlines of the letter
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rangements for building the highway so
that when the funds are available there
will be no delay In carrying the work to
a speedy completion

I consider It a straight government
proposition for while Washington was
n son of he was the first cons
wander of the armies of tba United
States the first president of the United
States and will always remain tin first
elllzcn of this republic It would be
only fair that the state of Virginia
should donate tho right of way The
building and maintenance of the highway
should be In the band of the Federal
government wth concurrent police Jnr
Isdlctlon along Its route

II My suggestion would be that tho right-
of way for tho road should bo CO feet
wide This vtould admit of a roadway
20 feet wide and allow plenty of room
for drainage and parking I have not
perNOudlly examined any of tho routes
proposed but 1 have studied very care-
fully

¬

the survey made uuder General
Holes and I am satisfied such a rood
as I suggest could bo constructed for
300000 Of course I do not mean to
say that tho road would be everything
that could be desired In tbo way of
landscape gardening nnd other matters
But once u good highway Is completed
the government will take care of the
root

My estimate on the cost of construc
tion IH lused on the of
the New York state rond builders nud
by the way they are building roods
whose reports show that It costa about

1000 a mill for each foot of width to
construct a macadam roadway This
means for n 20foot roadway an expen-
diture of 20000 a mile As I said I
have not been over the roads and am
not familiar with prob-
lems that would have to be solved hot
I understand that the crude ou tho west
route Is good uud that only one bridge
is necessary

Many of the former plans for the
building of the Mt Vernon roadway
have been too monumental and Con

NAVIGATING AIRSHIPS PROBLEMS FOR AERIAL SAILORS

aodroven

consequently

then are brought ery close to the ground-
If tho descending current Is widespread
nnd very strong

The study of these nlr currents nod
the methods of making use of them will
doubtless in years to come be reduced to
a practical science and expert nlr pilots
will be able to make grentvspccd by seek
Ing tho proper air currents Of course
delicate instruments will hive to he

for the air pilots to see Just what
the atmosphere is doing ascending or

and this rate of progression
forward and both upward nnd downward
of thu various atmospheric currents

H An Immense drawing room nnd an
almost equally spacious dining room oc-

cupy
¬

tho entire front of the house cor-
responding

¬

to ono of the parallel lines of
the capital H A long broad ball ¬

to the cross her of the H oconnects theo rooms with the other
section of the house which Is devoted to
sleeping apartments

No mention of the rcpldcncca for which
George Washington has stood sponsor
would bo In any sense complete without i

reference to Woodlawn n charming
Colonial mansion located in Culpeper
County Virginia about five miles from
Mount Vernon This manor house which
Is today in tho most excellent state of
preservation Is generally accounted next
to Mount Vernon the most significant of
all the Washington homes because of the
fact that It represents a labor of love
on the part of the distinguished architect
builder Gen Washington built Wood
lawn an n wedding gift for his favorite
Nelly Custls his adopted daughter upon
whom centered the most demonstrative
affection of Washingtons later life The
main building at Woodlawn is of pure
Colonial design nnd is forty by sixty
feet In size There is n veranda nt tho
meta entrance n spacious hall and all
the other well known features of this
stylo habitation Including tbo wings con-

nected
¬

by corridors with tbo main struc
ture these wings being little more than
one story in height while the central por ¬

tion has a height of two stories Tho
whole structure hi of brick

George Washington gets credit for
Octagon House II which la located a

fun squares from the Whlto House at
Washington and Is today one of tho show-
places of the capital city Tho nations frfirst Chief Magistrate laid off the ground-
In this vicinity and prepared tho orig-

inal
¬

plans for the mansion although It
was left to another architect to carry-
out these plans Octagon House which
was temporarily used ns tho Presidential
Mansion after the British soldiers burned
the White House In ISM derives its
name from Its octagonal form Buildings
of unusual outline seem to have been
something of a fad with Architect George
Washington He built a
barn nt Mount Vernon and the mill
which he constructed on that estate was
likewise man sided

I
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grcs has been afraid to take any action
on account of tho largo sums requested-
I nm satisfied however that the road
would have been built many years ago
If the money asked was available A
20foot roadway Is sufficient for oil the
present needs of the people Carriages
automobiles and wagons with such a
roadway could pass each other without
the nlgbtcst Inconvenience II

Many plans have been suggested for tho
beautifying of the proposed right of way

the most practical being the suggestion-
of the Mt Vernon Avenue Association
By its adoption each stnto and territory nibIn the Union would have a hand In main-
taining

¬

the parkway on either side The
plan Is to give to each state the right to
build and maintain along the highway a
building which will act as n permanent
exhibit of the commercial mineral und ag-

ricultural potslbllltleu of the state so rep-
resented

¬

The strange thing to all visitors to
Mount Vernon hoe been the Impossibility
of going there without the use of n public
conveyance Many of the couples going
there nod who wish to travel on tho twos
compnnj tbreoR u crowd plan by taxi-
cab or carriage nro among tbo class that
go to Washington once In a lifetime nnd
that time in after tho ringing of their
wedding bells A conductor on one of
the WashingtonMount Vernon cars said

when approached on tho sub¬

jectDo
I carry many brides and grooms

Well I guess yes We get them nil 4

either coming or going Ton see if they
go from Washington to Mount Vernon-
on thu boat they como back on tho car
in order to see what they poor souls cull
the scenery of the country Of course
tho company nor figured on the scenery t
proposition when it was building this t
road Vto hug the Potomac pretty nigh
nil the way from Alexandria to tho gate
at Mount Vernon nnd after some years
of work along this lino I must admit that-
I dont care much for such scenery But-

I can spy tho newly married as soon as I

they come luto the ear for besides the
husbands store clothes nnd unbroken
patent leather shoes he wears a oolfcon-
sclous

1

look And then she tries to teal
her little hand Into hlH whon oho thinks
nobody in looking but 1 nm next nil
right But then the poor things aro
strangers a long way from home-

A
l
Jt

long way from home did you say
Yes Blrree the majority of the couplcn

that come hero are from way off Ordi-

nary
¬

people in the West are better off

than wo are back hero and they travel tfarther Indiana Illinois Missouri Iowa
nnd Nebraska people come hero generally
after they get married But the ono
visit satisfies them They spend n week-
or ten days in Washington nnd never
como back

A good argument Indeed for the cupids i

in Congress who would make the way of
happy lovers easier and more wonder
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